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Politics Now

Grisanti line changes coming?

March 1, 2012 - 12:24 PM 

ALBANY –- Sen. Mark Grisanti dismissed Capitol chatter that revised lines for his Senate district could move him back into Niagara County as a way, in part, to deal with the recent blow by the Erie County Conservative Party not to endorse his re-election.

Asked if he wanted part of Niagara County back in revised lines expected to be unveiled next week, Grisanti said, "Wherever my district is. I did very well in Niagara Falls last year when I ran."

The first set of Senate-proposed lines moved Grisanti entirely into Erie County. One theory for that was to take the endorsement decision by the state Conservative Party out of the hands of party boss Mike Long, who has vowed not to give the state party’s backing to any senator, like Grisanti, who last year voted for the gay marriage law. (Long essentially makes the endorsement call for senators who represent more than one county.)

That one-county theory backfired when the Erie County Conservative Party rejected Grisanti. Votes on the Conservative Party line in 2010 were instrumental in Grisanti’s victory.

Asked if he wanted part of Niagara County back to help with possible Conservative Party options, Grisanti said, "I don’t really think it would be an option Conservative-wise because Mike Long is the state chairman and he’s said he would not give the Conservative line anyway, and if it crossed the two county lines he’d have to make that decision."

"Wherever my district is we’ll run and we’ll push forward and we’re going to go from there," Grisanti said today.

When asked today if revised lines could move Grisanti back into Niagara County, Sen. Michael Nozzolio, a Finger Lakes-area Republican who heads up the Senate’s redistricting process, said, "I have no comment on that."

Such a move would be a sizeable reversal for Senate Republicans, who made a big deal in the first set of lines about keeping Niagara County within the boundaries of just one Senate district. Mapmakers would also have to be creative if they move him back to Niagara County by, presumably, keeping the Seneca Nation's Niagara Falls casino -- site of the recent bar brawl with Grisanti -- represented by Sen. George Maziarz and not the Buffalo Republican lawmaker.
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